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Highland’s Heron Rookery is awash in activity 
of the avian variety.

While great blue heron chicks hone their flying 
and hunting skills, egret nestlings that appear 
in the marsh are even more snowy white than 
their majestic parents. Owls, a host of native 
and migratory birds, even the occasional eagle 
are spotted by those patient enough to watch 
the comings and goings of life on the marsh.

More than two years after Highland Main 
Street began looking to increase accessibility to 
the rookery trail, which sits atop a berm on the 
south side of the Little Calumet River, a paved 
access trail and parking area are now complete.

“The rookery is a treasure everyone, regardless 
of mobility, may now be able to experience,” 
Redevelopment Director Cecile Petro said. 
“The paving by the Little Calumet River Basin 
Commission made it all possible.” n

PAVED TRAIL, PARKING AREA PROVIDE 
EASY ACCESSIBILITY TO HERON ROOKERY

RIBBON-CUTTING ...
Bring a pair of binoculars and head east 
along the Little Calumet River Levee 
or the Erie Lakawanna Trail until you 
reach Liable Road to enjoy spectacular 
views of beautiful birds, ducks, geese 
and water-loving mammals.

Highland Main Street and town leaders 
will host a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
at 6 p.m. SEPTEMBER 28 to officially 
unveil the new features. 

INFO: highland.in.gov/rookery

HIGHLAND SEEKING VENDORS, MUSICIANS FOR FESTIVAL OF THE TRAIL
Applications are being accepted for 
artists, musicians and vendors who would 
like to participate in Festival of the Trail. 

Redevelopment Commission Assistant 
Lance Ryskamp said plans are in the 
works to expand events throughout the 
downtown and along the bike trail. 

This year’s festival coincides with the last 
Outdoor Street Market of the season, as 

well as the Fire Department’s open house.

The festival features music, local artists 
and vendors. Ryskamp says plans are 
underway to offer food specials at several 
downtown restaurants as well as sidewalk 
sales by participating businesses.

APPLICATIONS: Download an application at 
highland.in.gov or email Lance Ryskamp at 
lryskamp@highland.in.gov.

IF YOU GO ...
This year’s festival will be held from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. OCTOBER 15 in the 
Municipal Lot, at the southwest corner of 
Highway and Kennedy, and along the bike 
trail. Deadline for business coupons and 
vendor applications is SEPTEMBER 16.

INFO: Call the Redevelopment Commission 
office at (219) 972-7598 or email Lance 
Ryskamp at lryskamp@highland.in.gov.

OUTDOOR STREET MARKET
Support our local businesses and musicians 
at the weekly outdoor street market 
featuring fresh produce, artisanal goods as 
well as gourmet foods. 

ENTERTAINMENT:  
Sept. 10: Dennis, Andrew & Michelle 
Sept. 17: Gerry Hundt 
Sept. 24: Eric Brumley 
Oct. 1: Eddie Covarrubias 
Oct. 8: David Blixt Duo 
Oct. 1: Ronn Barany

WHEN: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays  
WHERE: Main Square Park  
INFO: (219) 838-0114 or highlandparks.org.

YOUTH CHORUS AUDITIONS
Northwest Indiana Youth Chorus invites 
singers aged 6-18 to audition by 
appointment for our fall season.

NIYC rehearses Monday evenings beginning 
SEPTEMBER 12 at Lincoln Center in 
preparation for two concerts, one in 
December and one in May. The chorus also 
participates in local festivals, musical 
theatre and liturgical activities.

INFO: For more info or to schedule an 
audition, contact Dr. Bonita Neff at (219) 
629-5448 or bdneff@iun.edu.

STREET LIGHTS OUT?
If the street light in your neighborhood is 
working only intermittently or has burned 
out altogether, you need to contact 
NIPSCO, not the town.

Public Works Director John Bach said the 
town would love to be able to help, but 
can’t because the street lights belong to 
NIPSCO.To report a malfunctioning light,  
go to nipsco.com/StreetlightOut or call 
(800) 464-7726.

DECORATIVE LIGHTING? Highland 
subdivisions that have decorative lighting 
— such as Arbor Hill, Seeberger and Park 
Place — should call Highland Public Works 
at (219) 972-5083.

A freshly paved trail and parking lot welcome visitors to Highland’s Heron Rookery. The trails and 
rookery are open year-round to all schools, Girl and Boy Scout troops, bird watchers and nature lovers. 
Benches and fixed binoculars are available for your viewing pleasure. [Josh Carlascio photos]


